
that if the great forces contained in light ever could be
used in the science of practical medicine it would result
only from investigations of physical, chemical and bio-
logic nature, together with practical experiments in
different diseases. Apparently, his earliest publications
concerning light and its action on the animal organism
date from 1893. In 1896 the results of his scientific
researches led to the establishment in Copenhagen, as
the outcome of private and public support, of "Fin-
sen's Medical Light Institute." Subsequently this in-
stitute, which soon became known everywhere, was

greatly enlarged. In 1899 Finsen began the issue of a
series of reports (Meddelelser fra Finsen's medicinske
Lysinstitut) in which are published the results of the
scientific and practical work of the institute. In the
meantime, there appeared important monographs by
Finsen in the Danish, French and German languages.
Here were considered especially the rôle of the chemical
rays of light in medicine and in biology and the treat¬
ment of lupus vulgaris by concentrated chemical rays.
The report covering the first 800 cases of lupus vulgaris
treated at Finsen's institute (November. 1895.to Novem¬
ber, 1901) show that 407 were cured, 85 had interrupted
the treatment, while 308 were still under treatment.
This report may be taken as a model of thoroughness
and exactness in dealing with matters of this kind ;
one is particularly impressed with the carefulness to
avoid premature and exaggerated statements as to the
value of the method. This is not the time nor the place
to give any detailed account ,of the scientific     of
Finsen and his assistants. To Finsen belongs the
credit of having placed phototherapy on a firm and
scientific basis. But no one must think for a moment
that this was accomplished without persistent effort.
In reading Finsen's writings and the publications of
others working in his institute, one at once finds the
keynote to be continuous extension of our knowledge of
the action of light on living matter and improvements
in the practical application of the chemically active
rays. Finsen was ever conservative in his own estima¬
tion of the therapeutic powers of light and advanced
claims which subsequently proved to be without ade¬
quate foundation. In his short but fruitful career.
Finsen consistently illustrated that unselfishness and
modesty which medical men love to see in their best
types. He cared not for personal gain. When he was
awarded the Nobel prize in medicine, in December,
1903, he generously turned the money received over to
the use of the institute. From whatever side we look
at Finsen and his work, there comes only the impres¬sion of a noble character.

Medical News.
CALIFORNIA.

Donation for Hospital.\p=m-\ThePasadena Hospital has recently
received an anonymous donation of $15,000 to be applied to the
construction of a new hospital building.

New Buildings for Sanatorium.\p=m-\Workhas been commenced
on a two-story building and a bungalow cottage to cost
$30,000 for the Southern California Sanatorium for Nervous
Diseases, Pasadena.

Angelus Hospital Association Will Build.\p=m-\Apermit was
issued September 16 to the Angelus Hospital Association for

the construction of two fireproof hospital buildings in Los
Angeles, to cost $150,000.

One-fifth of Deaths Preventable.\p=m-\In the last two years,
28,600 deaths have occurred in the state, of which 5,798, or more
than one-fifth, were from preventable diseases, and especially
typhoid fever. No case of plague has been reported since
February.

Personal.\p=m-\Dr. Frank S. Woolsey, Berkley, has been ap-
pointed physician of Alameda County, vice Dr. Hubert N.
Rowell, resigned.\p=m-\Dr. Dwight H. Trowbridge, Fresno, has
returned from Europe.\p=m-\Dr. Rae Felt, Eureka, was injured
in a wreck on the New York Central Railway at Lyons, N. Y.,
September 25.-Dr. James H. Todd has been re-elected presi¬
dent of the Oakland Board of Health.

Restrictions of State Health Board.—Dr. Newel K. Foster,
Sacramento, secretary of the State Board of Health, in his
report to the governor, says that while the law imposes import¬
ant duties on the board, it bestows little power, as it does not
oblige local boards of health to answer interrogations from
the state board, does not allow enforcement of proper measures
to protect life and health, gives no means for eradicating causes
of diseases and epidemics or for the dissemination of informa¬
tion to the people save through the good will of the press.

CONNECTICUT.
Bequest.—By the will of the late Mrs. Ruth Ann Adkins of

Winsted, the residue of the estate, after the payment of
legacies, is devised to the Litchfield County Hospital. The
value of the bequest is about $15,000.

Infectious diseases were reported during August as follows:
Measles, 15 cases in 7 localities; scarlet fever, 44 cases in 17
localities; cerebrospinal fever, one case; diphtheria, 86 cases in
22 localities : whooping cough, 6 cases in 3 localities ; typhoidfever, 173 cases in 47 localities, and consumption, 18 cases in
6 localities.

Personal.—Dr. Edward S. Braekett. Hartford, has been ap¬pointed surgeon of the schoolship Philadelphia, which is about
to take a trip round the world.—Dr. Franklin H. Mayberry,East Hartford, has been nominated for state senator.-Dr.
L. Z. Skinner, Windsor, has been appointed assistant professorof anatomy in the medical department of the University of
Illinois.

August Deaths.—During August 1,362 deaths were reported,46 less than in the preceding month, 33 less than in August,1903, and 53 less than the average of August for the five years
preceding. This is equivalent to an annual mortality of 17 per
1,000. The principal causes of death were diarrhea, 361; dis¬
eases of nervous system, 136; consumption, 123; heart disease,104: and violence, 86.

GEORGIA.
Personal.—Dr. Thomas H. Hall has been elected city physi¬cian of Dublin.
Journals Consolidated.—The editor of Southern Medicine an¬

nounces the consolidation of that journal with Cfaillard's
Medical Journal, beginning with the October issue.

Health Department Appropriation.—Augusta has appropri¬ated an additional sum of $2,400 for the health department,$1,200 of which is to be used in betterment of the isolation
hospital.

National Guard Surgeons to National Meeting.—The governorhas detailed the surgeon general, Col. Joseph A. Guinn, Con-
yers; Majors Floyd W. McRae, Atlanta, Joseph G. Jarrell,
Savannah, Olin H. Weaver, Macon, Charles J. Montgomery,Augusta, and Andrew H. Hilsman, Albany, and Lieutenants
James M. Kelly, Griffin, Guy Chappell, Dawson, John M. Spence.Camilla, and Sam H. Greene, Atlanta, as delegates to the
Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, which
meets in St. Louis, October 10 to 15.

IDAHO.
Society Meets.—The South Idaho District Medical Societymet at Idaho Falls, July 2.
Hospital at Coeur d'Alene.—Plans are nearly completed for

a hospital building to be erected at Coeur d'Alene lake on the
water front, by Dr. W. W. Webb.

Smallpox Death.—A patient who had been ill with small¬
pox for two weeks at Mahon's Mill on Lake Creek, died, prin¬cipally, it is said, from want of proper care and attention.

In Prison for Shooting.—Dr. James W. S. Emerson, Milner,
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has been sentenced to two years' imprisonment in the state
penitentiary for shooting and seriously wounding his wife last
autumn.

ILLINOIS.
Hospital Incorporated.—Baptist hospital, Woodstock, has

been incorporated, with a capital stock of $10,000.
Personal.—Dr. Howard Kelly, Baltimore, was the guest of

honor at a dinner in Peoría, September 22, at which Dr.
Clifford N. Collins presided.-Dr. Elijah A. Morgan, Decatur,
has retired from practice on account of ill health.

Hospital Planned for Oak Park.—A hospital "built by Oak
Park people, and managed by Oak Park people for Oak Park
people" is planned. Dr. John W. Tope is the chairman of the
incorporation committee. The projectors expect to erect a
building to cost $125.000, with separate isolated and maternity
buildings.

Illinois Suitable for Consumption Cure.—The Illinois State
Board of Health has issued a third revised edition of its cir¬
cular on the "Cause and Prevention of Consumption," which
was published in July. In this circular Illinois is commended
as a suitable place for the treatment of consumption, and at¬
tention is directed to climatic conditions, elevation and soil,
which is equally as good as, and in some instances superior to
those found at the famed tuberculosis sanatoria of Massachu¬
setts, New York and Pennsylvania. The sections on the care
of the consumptive, prevention of consumption, and consump¬
tion in schools, contain much new information. Within the
last few weeks $10,000 has been offered to the board, to be
utilized in the construction of a consumptive hospital.

Chicago.
Bequests to Hospitals.—By the will of Mrs. Elizabeth G.

Kelly the Home for Incurables receives $60,000: the Presby¬
terian Hospital, $25 000, and St. Luke's Hospital a liberal sum,
the amount of which is not yet announced.

Personal.—Dr. George F. Butler has severed his connection
with Alma Sanitarium and will resume practice in Chicago.
-Dr. John L. Sweeny has returned from Europe.-Dr.
and Mrs. Daniel R. Brower have returned from the west.-
Dr. Norval H. Pierce has returned from a summer in Europe.

Mortality for the Week.—In the week ended September 24,
457 deaths were reported. 14 more than in the previous week,
and 41 less than in the corresponding week of 1903. This is
equivalent to an annual death rate of 12.36 per 1,000. Acute
intestinal diseases caused 81 deaths; consumption, 63; violence.
42; heart disease and Bright's disease, each 34. and pneu¬
monia, 32.

Antitoxin Stations Opened.—The department of health has
established antitoxin stations at 7 drug stores on the north
side; 14 on the south side; and 19 on the west side, at which
diphtheria antitoxin can be obtained at the following prices:
1,000 units 75 cents, 2,000 units $1.25. 3.000 units $2.25. The
department supplies culture outfits and makes a diagnosis of
diphtheria free for all physicians who apply. They advise all
physicians to make a culture and send it to the laboratory in
every case of "sore throat." whether they suspect diphtheria
or not, "because it is well known that it is practically im¬
possible to diagnose diphtheria clinically in every case. If a
child dies of diphtheria one of two parties is directly respon¬
sible—either the parents in not calling in a physician soon
enough, or the physician for not making the correct diagnosis
and giving antitoxin early enough in the disease."

Summary of Smallpox in Chicago.—During the last six years
1,241 eases of smallpox have been sent to the Chicago Isolation
Hospital. Of these 1,114 never had been vaccinated: 127 had
some sort of a scar said to have been of a vaccination in early
life. None of these with the old marks had ever been re-vac¬
cinated. Three experienced physicians examined these persons
for evidence of vaccination, and the figures are absolutely relia¬
ble. These 1.114 cases came from the remnant of unvaccinated
persons. It is probable that 90 per cent, of the people of
Chicago are vaccinated, and from this source came only 127
cases, while from the remaining 10 per cent. 1.114 cases were
sent to the hospital. Last year 389 patients with smallpox were
sent to the hospital, 102 of whom were unvaccinated children
under the school age of 6 years, 14 of whom died. This year,
out of 101 cases, 52 are unvaccinated children under the school
age. The children under school age are not required by law to
be vaccinated, which accoflnts for these babies falling victims
to this fa-e-scarring and death-dealing disease. The unvac¬
cinated children under 6 years of age. and the unvaccinated new

arrivals in the city who have found employment without being
required to produce a certificate of vaccination, furnished nearly
all the victims. The disease has changed recently to a more
virulent form, four deaths having occurred in the last fifteen
days. There were but three deaths in the previous eight
months. Evidence that no recently vaccinated person ever
contracts smallpox is the fact that during the last six years
the most recently vaccinated person to be sent to the hos¬
pital with smallpox had an imperfect mark made thirteen years
previous to the attack.

MARYLAND.

Baltimore.
Opening of New Surgical Building.—The new surgical build¬

ing of Johns Hopkins Hospital will be dedicated with elab¬
orate ceremonies October 5.

College Opens.—The twenty-fourth annual course of in¬
struction at Baltimore Medical College was opened, September
20, with an address by Dr. George Reuling.

Teachers to Examine Children.—The board of commissioners
has instructed the teachers to examine the arms of all children
under them for vaccination marks and report to the health
department.

Need Isolation Hospital.—A fatal case of diphtheria, in
which a woman was without medical attendance for a week,
and was dependent on her neighbors for sustenance, again em¬
phasizes the need of a hospital for infectious diseases.

Personal.—Dr. Wimam Lee Howard has returned from
abroad.-Drs. Isaac E. Emerson and Smith Hollis McKim
arrived home from Europe September 18.-Dr. and Mrs.
Charles Whittier Young will sail October 25, from San Fran¬
cisco, for China, where Dr. Young will be a medical missionary.

Defects in State Lunacy Laws.—Attention is drawn to
numerous defects in the lunacy laws of Maryland. Dr. Pres¬
ton, secretary of the lunacy commission, says the law is un¬
constitutional. All that is necessary to commit any one to
an asylum is the signature of two physicians to a certificate
of insanity. There is no identification of the signers, no
affidavit is required. "It would be an easy matter for a person
to procure a blank certificate and forge the signatures of two
reputable physicians to it; or he need not do that, but simply
inscribe 'M.D.' after any name. I know of no instance in
which this has been done, but the mere fact that it is possible
under the present law is sufficient warrant for an amendment
to the law." Again, the law says a person so committed "shall
be confined until released by due process of law," which is
legally imprisonment for life, as there is no process of law in
the Maryland statute books by which an insane person can be
released. The commission has endeavored to get around this
by "paroling" patients who have recovered, but there is no

legal warrant for it, as there should be. The last legislature
passed a bill by which the state, in January, 1909, will assume
the care of all insane institutions, except those in private
asylums. By this law all pauper lunatics will be removed
from county jails and almshouses to one of the state asylums.
Dr. Preston proposes that commitment shall be made only on
an order from a court of record. The judge is to order an
inquiry to be made into the alleged insanity by two competent
physicians. If they find insanity present they shall certify so
under oath, after which the finding is to be approved by the
judge, who, if he thinks proper, may order a new examination
by physicians or jury, or may summon the parties before him.
In case of emergency a patient may be admitted to an insti¬
tution for three days, during which the examination is to be
made as above. The secrecy with which the incarceration of
an alleged insane person is permitted under the present statute
is further said to be one of the weightiest arguments against
the law, as it practically legalized kidnapping.

MINNESOTA.
Ames May Go Free.—The county attorney of Hennepin

County has made a motion for a nolle of the ten indictments
against Dr. Albert A. Ames, formerly mayor of Minneapolis.

August Vital Statistics of Duluth.—During the month 72
deaths and 114 births were reported. Typhoid fever caused
5 deaths; tuberculosis, 0; and violence, 16. No death from con¬
tagious disease was reported.

Anti-Spitting Crusade Extended.—The health commissioner
of Minneapolis, after having conducted a successful campaign
against spitting on sidewalks, has now caused to be placed in
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the galleries of all the theaters of the city huge placards
reading, "Don't Spit on the Floor. Fine, $5."

Hospital Notes.—The new emergency hospital at the state
fair grounds, secured by the efforts of the Woman's Medical
Society of Minneapolis, contains 3 wards, an operating room
and several private rooms.-A thoroughly-equipped hospital
was recently opened at Cass Lake.-Work on the State
Sanatorium for Consumptives at Walker will be begun soon.

During 1904 and 1905, $25,000 is available for the sanatorium.

NEW YORK.
Medical Staff Changes in Utica.—At the quarterly meeting

of the medical staff of Utica General Hospital, Dr. Raymond L.
Baker was elected a member, vice Dr. Thomas J. Bergen, re¬

signed.
Medical Colleges Open.—The medical, department of the

University of Buffalo opened for the session of 1904-05 Sep¬
tember 26.-Albany Medical College reopened September 20.
Dr. Richard M. Pearce delivered the introductory address.

For Nassau Hospital.—A charity fair was held at the home of
Mr. and Mrs Clarence Maekay at Roslyn for the benefit of
Nassau Hospital. Mrs. Maekay has recently presented this
hospital with a new ambulance complete in every detail and
also with a home for nurses.

Faculty Changes.—The following faculty changes in Albany
Medical College have occurred: Dr. Richard Mills Pearce has
succeeded Dr. George Blumer as professor of bacteriology and
pathology; Dr. H. Judson Lipes has been made clinical pro¬
fessor of obstetrics; Dr. Spencer L. Dawes, adjunct professorof materia medica; Dr. Wilfred S. Hale, demonstrator of anat¬
omy and assistant curator of the museum; Dr. Edwin McD.
Stanton, lecturer on histology; Dr. Howard E. Lomax, in¬
structor in anatomy ; Dr. Charles K. Winne, Jr., instructor in
bacteriology; Dr. George G. Lempe, instructor in anatomy; Dr.
Donald Boyd, demonstrator in anatomy of the nervous
system ; Dr. Edward F. Sibley, instructor in clinical microscopy,and Dr. Silas L. Filkins, prosector of anatomy.

Buffalo.
Mercy Hospital Opened.—The new Mercy Hospital was

opened with appropriate ceremonies September 24. Bishop
Cotton made an address.

Returned.—Dr. W. Harry Glenny has returned from Mus-
koka.-Drs. George W. York and Charles H. Stadlinger have
returned from California.-Dr. James W. Putnam has re¬
turned from St. Louis.-Dr. Bernard Bartow has returned
from Wanakah.

Crusade Against Insanitary Bakeries.—Health Commissioner
Greene has started a crusade which has for its object the
bringing of every bakery in the city into a sanitary condition.
Hereafter every baker will be required to obtain a permit from
the health department before securing a license from the mayor.
This will bring the bakeries under direct supervision of the
health department and the department will thoroughly inspect
the bakeshops at regular intervals.

New York City.
Dinner to Semon.—Invitations have been issued to a dinner

to be given by the Section on Laryngology of the New York
Academy of Medicine on November 1 to Sir Felix Semon of
London.

Contagious Diseases.—There were reported to the sanitary
bureau for the week ended September 24, 305 eases of tuber¬
culosis, with 145 deaths; 224 cases of diphtheria, with 16
deaths; 93 cases of typhoid fever, with 21 deaths; 58 cases of
scarlet fever, with 4 deaths; 43 cases of measles, with 4 deaths;
2 cases of smallpox, 3 of varicella, and 19 deaths from cerebro¬
spinal meningitis.

Protest Against Carbolic Acid Ordinance.—Health Commis¬
sioner Darlington has given a hearing to a number of druggists
on their protest against the new ordinance forbidding the sale
of carbolic acid in other than a weak solution without prescrip¬
tion. The druggists claim that it would not lessen the number
of suicides, as such persons would seek some other remedy,
and that the five per cent, solution would be as deadly in
effect if it were taken in sufficient quantity. Dr. Darlington
declared that his investigations of carbolic acid suicides for
the past several months showed that in 42 per cent, of the
cases the acid was procured in drug stores without any diffi-
cultv.

OHIO.
Dr. Scott Stricken.—Dr. Xenophon C. Scott, Cleveland, was

stricken with apoplexy while making a professional call, Sep¬
tember 15, and is in a serious condition.

Hyndman's Successor.—Dr. Albert V. Phelps has been chosen
to succeed the late Dr. James G. Hyndman as secretary of the
faculty of Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati.

Memorial to Dr. Buechner.—The Mahoning County Medical
Society devoted its meeting of September 20 to a consideration
of the life of its late honored member, Dr. William L.
Buechner, Youngstown.

Personal.—Dr. Amanda H. Miller, Cleveland, has returned
from Europe.-Dr. John P. Kenny, Youngstown, is ill with
diphtheria.-Dr. Frederick W. Lamb has been appointed to
succeed Dr. William Muehlberg on the staff of the Cincinnati
City Hospital.-Dr. Charles L. Harmer has resigned from the
staff of the Massillon State Hospital, Drs. J. D. O'Brien and
D. E. Harris have been promoted from internes to assistant
physicians, and Dr. H. F. Vaughan has been promoted from
druggist to assistant physician.

Colleges Open.—Dr. Starling Loving, Columbus, opened the
fifty-eighth session of the Starling Medical College with a
clinical lecture, September 14. Additions to the teaching force
are: Dr. Sissons in the department of anatomy; Dr. Clement
Jones in biology and embryology, and Dr. Sterling B. Taylor,
demonstrator of anatomy, vice Dr. Louis Kahn.-Toledo
Medical College opened for its twenty-fourth annual session,
and its first session as a department of the Toledo University,
September 22.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Personal.—Dr. John P. McCord, Pittsburg, has been elected

surgeon general of the Union Veteran Legion.-Dr. and Mrs.
James M. Anders, Philadelphia, have returned from an ex¬

tended visit in Europe.
Smallpox in Pottstown.—Smallpox continues and is appar¬

ently on the increase in Pottstown, and general vaccination is
to be carried out. An order has been issued preventing all
pupils who have not been successfully vaccinated from enter¬
ing the public schools.

Diphtheria in Chester Schools.—Since the opening of the
public schools in Chester several cases of diphtheria have been-
discovered among the pupils. The disease is scattered through¬
out the city, and the authorities claim that the epidemic is
due to weather conditions, and not to any sanitary defects in
the buildings..

Asks Increased Powers.—The State Board of Medical Exam¬
iners has prepared a bill which will be introduced at the next
session of its legislature, giving the board the power to cancel
any license issued by it whenever it appears that the holder
is not a fit person to be so licensed because of lack of educa¬
tion or unsatisfactory professional and moral character.

New Pittsburg Hospital.—St. Joseph's Hospital, Pittsburg,
was opened for public inspection September 20. The first
floor of the building is devoted to the administrative department,
dining room, kitchen, etc.; on the second floor are the medical
and surgical wards and the operating room, and the third floor
is used for dormitories for the nurses and resident hospital staff.
The staff consists of Drs. Otto Gaub, John P. Saling, M. L.
Schoenfeld, Benjamin B. Wood, Alexander R. Hampsey, Thomas
P. Cochran, Charles H. Hertzog, Christopher C. Hersman and
G. Arthur Dillinger.

Philadelphia.
Public Baths.—The 16 public bath houses maintained by

the municipality have been closed for the season. During the
season 4,725,14*2 persons, including 3,525,736 boys, 1,072,941
men, 98,952 girls, and 27,513 women made use of the baths,
an increase of 734,525 over the bathers of last year.

Smallpox Hospital Closed.—The smallpox building of the
municipal hospital has been closed and thoroughly fumigated.
This is the first time in five years that the building is without
an occupant. The freedom of the city from the disease is
attributed to universal vaccination, and this is to be continued
by house-to-house visitations during the entire winter.

Brunton and Liebreich in Philadelphia.—Sir Lauder Brunton,
F.R.S. London, formerly lecturer on therapeutics in St. Bar¬
tholomew's Hospital, London, and Prof. Dr. Oscar Liebreich,
professor of pharmacology in the University of Berlin, ad¬
dressed the students of Jefferson Medical College, Friday, Sep¬
tember 30, and were entertained at dinner by Dr. Hobart A.
Hare in the evening.
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Health Report.—The typhoid situation is much improved.
The number of new eases reported for the week was 97. This
is a decrease of 37 over the preceding week. In all 186 cases
of contagious disease were reported, with 23 deaths, as com¬
pared with 234 eases and 27 deaths for the previous seven
days. The general death rate remains low, and the deaths from
all causes for the week aggregated 401, a decrease of 7 from
those of last week and a decrease of 9 from those of the
corresponding period of last year; 51 deaths resulted from
tuberculosis.

Medical Colleges Open.—The medical department of the Uni¬
versity of Pennsylvania opened for its 139th session September
30. The exercises were held in the new laboratory building,
and Dr. John H. Musser delivered the address.-Hon. William
Potter, president of the' board of trustees, delivered the address
at the exercises, which marked the opening of the 80th annual
session of Jefferson Medical College, which Avere held in the
new college building, September 26.-The Medico-Chirurgieal
College of Philadelphia held its 23d annual opening exercises
September 28. Dr. Judson Daland delivered the address of the
evening.-The 55th session of the Woman's Medical College
of Pennsylvania was opened September 21. Dr. Clara Marshall,
the dean, delivered the opening address.

TENNESSEE.
College Opens Later.—Tennessee Medical College. Knoxville,

will open for the year, November 1, a month later than
usual.

Epidemic Disease.—There are three cases of smallpox in
Grundy County at Coalmont. All necessary precautions have
been taken.-Sumner County is reported to have an epi¬
demic of scarlet fever. Three cases have been found at Port¬
land. 2 at Fountain Head and 9 at Grabeall, with one death.
Schools have been closed.

Personal.—Dr. William A. Duncan, Nashville, has passed the
examination for admission to the medical department of the
Army, and is ordered to report for duty in Washington,October 1.-Dr. Z. D. Massey, Sevierville, is unopposed as
candidate for state senator from the fourth district.-Dr.
John P. Bates, St. Bethlehem, has been appointed a member
of the sanitary staff of the Isthmian Canal Commission, and
left for his post of duty, September 20.

TEXAS.
Personal.—Dr. Joseph S. Wooten, Austin, is seriously ill with

typhoid fever.-Dr. Thomas M. Colley, a retired physician of
Palestine, was run over by a buggy, September 15, and seri¬
ously injured.

Yellow Fever Kept Out.—The U. S. Public Health and
Marine-Hospital Service and the state health authorities of
Texas have succeeded in preventing the introduction of yellowfever across the American border from Mexico. Last year
the disease managed to get into some of the American towns
on this side of the border. New Orleans quarantined against
a number of Texas points, and the state health boards of a
number of southern states took the matter up. The work this
year has been directed toward extermination of mosquitoes
along the border, and has been quite successful. Mexicans and
Americans have joined in doing all they could to prevent yellow
fever getting a foothold in this country this year. So far
there has not been a single case in the country.

WASHINGTON.
Tacoma's Health.—During August 54 deaths occurred, equiv¬alent to an annual death rate of 9.96 per 1,000. Three cases

of consumption, 4 of smallpox, 3 of measles, 20 of typhoid
fever, and 2 of diphtheria, were reported during the month.

Medical Building for Seattle.—Local physicians and capital¬
ists are to erect a ten-story building, to cost $200,000, to be
occupied exclusively by physicians, and to be known as the
Medical Building. The lower floor will be occupied by a

prescription drug store and a medical supply house.
School Children Inspected.—For the first time in the history

of Everett, thorough inspection of school children was made,
September 7, by physicians of the department of health. Two
suspicious cases were found, and the children sent home.-
Medical inspection of Seattle school children began Septem¬
ber 6.

WISCONSIN.
Healthy Milwaukee.—During August 330 deaths were re¬

ported, equivalent to an annual death rate of 11.95 per 1,000.

Tuberculosis caused 30 deaths; organic heart disease, 29;
violence, 17, and diarrheal diseases, 75.

Physician Enjoined.—Dr. L. W. Zochert, Hingham, has won
his suit against Dr. J. H. Blekking, of that village, whose
practice he recently bought out, with the condition that Dr.
Blekking would not practice medicine in neighboring towns.
The latter resumed practice, however, and Dr. Zochert brought
suit against him. The judge granted an injunction against
Dr. Blekking.

Milwaukee Colleges Open.—Milwaukee Medical College
opened for the first session of its second decade September 20.
Dr. William H. Earles delivered the address of welcome, and
Dr. William G. Doern, formerly of Fort Madison, Iowa, the
newly-elected professor of anatomy, the formal address of the
evening.-The opening exercises of the Wisconsin College of
Physicians and Surgeons were held September 20. Dr. Arthur
J. Patek delivered the address to the matriculants.

«Health Teacher Fined.—"Dr." Mak, claiming to hail from
Colorado, but who also says he has been a "health teacher" in
Wisconsin for many years, was fined $50 and costs, or sixty
days in jail, September 3, on the charge of practicing without
a license in Ashland. The sentence was suspended twenty-four hours, to give him time to get out of town. With a view,
however, of protecting the citizens of Wisconsin, notices have
been sent to cities throughout the state notifying the author¬
ities to be cautious and to see to it that "Dr." Mak does not
attempt to practice medicine in their vicinity.

GENERAL.
Mississippi Valley Medical Association.—The thirtieth annual

meeting of this society will be held at the Grand Hotel, Cin¬
cinnati, October 11-13.

Hospital for Manila.—The Board of Health of Manila and
the Secretary of the Interior have approved plans for a build¬
ing to be used as a civil hospital, on the grounds on Calle Padre
Faura, known as the exposition grounds.

American Neurological Society.—At its annual meeting at
St. Louis this society elected the following officers for the en¬

suing year: President, Dr. Z. W. Spiller, Philadelphia; vice-
presidents, Drs. Philip Zenner, Cincinnati, and William Lullard,
Boston; secretary, Dr. T. M. Hammond, New Y'ork City. Phila¬
delphia was selected as the meeting place for 1905.

New Hot Springs.—The United States government is pre¬
paring to spend $600,000 in improving the reservation and
park at Sulphur Springs in the Chickasaw nation, I. T., for the
purpose of making a second Hot Springs similar to the famous
Arkansaw resort. It is to be maintained by the government
in the same manner as is Hot Springs, Ark., but will be even
more beautiful and picturesque. There are three groups of
springs and abundant fresh water of good quality in sufficient
volume for city water supply.

Sanitary Conditions in Panama.—An interesting feature o·
the sanitary work of the canal zone consists of what is known
as "mosquito engineering." Owing to the heavy and inter¬
mittent rains, anopheles abound. Breeding places have been
found in the Ancon grounds at Colon, where the hospital is
situated, and all the collections of water contain the larvae.
One of the worst localities in Culebra, where the actual work of
excavation is going on and malaria is very prevalent among
the laborers. In order to prevent smallpox an ordinance re¬

garding vaccination has been promulgated by the chief medical
officer.

Luncheon to World's Fair Visitors.—A luncheon was ten¬
dered the delegates of the biologic and medical sections of the
International Congress of Arts and Science by the faculty and
staff of teachers of the medical department of Washington
University, Sept. 21, 1904. Among an attendance of 100 the
following eminent men participated: Theobald Smith, Harvard
University; Oskar Hertwig, Berlin; Yves Delage, member of the
Institute of France; Wilhelm Waldeyer, Berlin; S. J. Meltzer,
New York ; Max Verworn of Göttingen ; Pierre Janet, College de
France, Paris; Morton Prince of Boston; William Osier of
Johns Hopkins; William T. Councilman of Harvard; William
T. Sedgwick, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Ronald
Ross, Liverpool; Ludvig Hektoen, Chicago University;
Johannes Orth, Berlin; Sir Lauder Brunton, London; Frederick
C. Shattuck, Harvard; T. Clifford Allbutt, Cambridge; William
S. Thayer, Johns Hopkins; L. F. Barker, Chicago; Shibasaburo
Kitasato, University of Tokio; James J. Putnam, Harvard;
Charles L. Dana, Cornell University; Edward Jackson, Denver;
George M. Gould, Philadelphia; Sir Felix Semon, London:
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Theodor Escherich, Vienna; Abraham Jacobi, New York; John
H. Musser, Philadelphia; William B. Northrup, New York;
R. A. Reeves, Toronto; William H. Welch, Johns Hopkins.

Cancel Charter of a Fake Medical College.—On two or three
occasions The Journal has referred to a diploma mill that
has been in active operation in Guthrie, Oklahoma, under the
title of "The Twentieth Century Physio-Medical College."
Last week a suit was filed in one of the district courts of
Oklahoma Territory by the attorney general of the territory
against this college to have the charter canceled. The peti¬
tion for the revocation of the charter states that the concern
was organized by H. Warner Newby, C. A. Newby and M. E.
Newby, and that it was for the purpose of carrying on an
educational institution for the conferring of degrees, etc.; "that
instead of conducting the institution as a medical college it has
been fraudulently used for illegal means of issuing diplomas,
and that instead of issuing these as a result of a legitimate
course of study, the diplomas were sold at wholesale." The
institution was at one time sending out circulars, not only
from Guthrie, but from a little town in Pennsylvania, and
through the efforts of The Journal the postal department
undertook to get a case against it, but those connected with
the Pennsylvania end of the concern discovered that they were
being investigated and stopped. Beside the Twentieth Century
Physio-Medical College, the same individuals were conducting
the "Twentieth Century Health Association," which, according
to their circular, was incorporated under the laws of Oklahoma.
Of this concern Calvin D. Gully was president, and H. Warren
Newby secretary. Ostensibly, this association w,as organized
"to advance the cause of liberal medicine and the mutual pro¬
tection of members of our association, and to form a stronger
combination, where all can be benefited and have legal protec¬
tion wherever they wish to go." The real object, however, ap¬
pears farther down in the circular, where it is stated that the
shares are $10.00 each, and each member of the association
holding one share "will receive a large, handsome certificate,
with a beautiful seal and ribbons, which will be a fine ornament
to your office. We wish the co-operation not only of the physi¬
cians of the association, but every healer and every good citi¬
zen in the country. . .

.

Every one who sends $10.00 will
receive one of these handsome certificates, 19x28 inches, as fine
as any diploma you ever saw." To show the connection of the
Twentieth Century Health Association and the concern againstwhich legal steps are now being taken, a footnote in the circular
says: "Graduates of the Twentieth Century Physio-Medical
College, Guthrie, O. T., can practice anywhere in the United
States."

CANADA.
Hamilton Supports the National Sanitarium.—The Hamilton

Branch of the National Sanitarium Association has recentlycontributed $1,000 toward the maintenance of patients in the
Hamilton and Wentworth County Pavilion of the Muskoka
Free Hospital for Consumptives. This makes $4,000 received
from Hamilton altogether for the support of their consumptive
poor.

Personal.—Sir Lauder Brunton was recently the guest of
Professor McPhedran of the University of Toronto.-Prof.
William Osier has been visiting in Montreal and Toronto.-
Dr. Charles O'Reilly, medical superintendent of the Toronto
General Hospital, has been elected vice-president of the Asso¬
ciation of Hospital Superintendents.-Dr. Brefney O'Reilly,
Toronto, has been appointed surgeon on the C. P. R. steamship
Tartar, and has gone to Vancouver to assume his new duties.
-Dr. H. A. Bruce, one of Toronto's leading surgeons, and
who was recently operated on for appendicitis, is rapidly re¬

covering.
To Quarantine All Inebriates.—A meeting of those inter¬

ested in the treatment of inebriates was held at Government
House, Toronto, September 19, Premier G. W. Ross being in
the chair. Dr. T. D. Crothers, Hartford, Conn., delivered the
principal address, outlining a system for the care and treat¬
ment of inebriates. Dr. A. M. Roseburgh, Toronto, told what
had been done in Toronto and the province of Ontario. Pro¬
fessor McPhedran of the University of Toronto introduced a
resolution to the effect that the time was now ripe for the
formation of a society for the reform of inebriates. This was
carried and another meeting will be held soon to organize.

Vancouver Hospital.—The report of the house surgeon of the
Vancouver General Hospital for August shows that there were
58 in residence at the beginning of the month, and that 37

were admitted during the month. Eighty-one were discharged
as cured, three died and sixty-one remained at the end of the
month. The number of hospital days was 1,810. The special
committee appointed regarding the medical staff reported as
follows: That the active staff be composed of 12: Drs. John¬
ston, S. J. Tunstall, W. D. Brydone-Jack, Weld, Langis, Poole,
Drier, Monro, Boyle, R. E. McKechnie and Mills, with one to
be appointed by the directors. The following will compose
the consulting staff: Drs. D. H. Wilson, Lefevre, McGuigan,
Carroll and Underhill.

Montreal General Hospital.—The regular quarterly meet¬
ing of the Montreal General Hospital was held last week, when
it was decided to alter the constitution so as to leave the
medical board free to engage the officers of the resident medical
staff from outside of the British dominions. The clause now
reads: "No person shall be eligible as resident medical officer
unless he is a graduate or licentiate in medicine of some

university or college approved by the medical board." The
following is the medical staff for the ensuing year: Drs. J. L.
Robinson, J. C. Fysche, W. G. Bicker. J. A. Nutter, L. L. Reford,
W. W. Kerr, II. G. Wood, R. B. Forbes, A. C. Rankin and W. E.
Ainley. Dr. J. Alex. Hutchison read the medical report for the
past quarter which showed that 781 patients were treated to
a conclusion. There were 67 deaths, of which 26 occurred
within three days of admission, making the mortality for
ordinary hospital cases 5.5 per cent. In the out-door depart¬
ments there Avere 9,072 consultations.

FOREIGN.
Sanitation in Mexico.—President Diaz, in his annual mes¬

sage, reports the gratifying result of the sanitary campaign
against yellow fever, and states that there has been no recur¬
rence of the disease in epidemic form during this year.

Spanish Red Cross Society.—It is reported that the Spanish
Red Cross Society voted to send 25,000 pesetas ($4,750) to aid
the Japanese branch of the society. It was proposed to send an

equal amount to the Russian branch, but the proposal was re¬

jected almost unanimously.
Gen. Kuropatkin's Gifts to Medicine.—The Military-Medical

Academy at St. Petersburg has recently installed a portrait of
its honorary member, General Adjutant Kuropatkin, in the
main hall as a token of gratitude for his gifts. The academy
owes to him the remodeling and enlargement of several of its
scientific departments and institutes.

Bubonic Plague.—A recent issue of the public health report
of the Marine-Hospital Service records cases of plague in wide¬
ly separated localities. The disease is present in several towns
in Cape Colony and in other parts of Africa. An outbreak of
plague is reported from Brazil; in Rio de Janeiro ten new cases
were reported in one week.

Public Disinfection in Spain.—A decree has just been issued
in Spain ordering undertakers to disinfect the room after a

death. The Siglo Medico comments on the importance of the
decree, especially for the homes of the poor, as the neighbors
flock to the funeral, unmindful of danger even in cases of diph¬
theria, smallpox, tuberculosis, measles or other disease. The
authorities order that the disinfection shall be undertaken as

soon as the undertakers are notified. Our exchange, however,
expresses the fear that the decree will be practically a dead
letter, like so many of its predecessors.

The German Training School for the Disinfection Service.
-The authorities in Prussia organized last year a number of

training schools to fit persons for the public disinfection serv¬
ice. Fourteen have been in operation, each giving a course of
at least nine days altogether, and restricting the students at
each course to ten. Sixty courses have been given in all, with
a total attendance of 601 ; 585 have passed all the tests and
been duly qualified as "graduate disinfectors." The authorities
have been so much pleased with the results accomplished that
they are urging physicians to call the attention of suitable per¬
sons to these courses and advocate their attendance. It is
hoped that every district will have one or more of these expert
disinfectors residing in it. Special courses for nurses are also
planned. It is found that the disinfection service has gained
immensely in efficiency in the hands of the graduates of these
schools.

To Divert the Young from the Medical Profession.—A circu¬
lar has been sent by the organized medical chambers of Ger¬
many to the high schools, warning the graduates from entering
on the study of medicine. A number of these circulars were
thus placed in the hands of the principals of 482 academic and
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131 technical high schools, with the request that they would
distribute them among their pupils. The overcrowded condi¬
tion of the profession is set forth and the pecuniary stress of
the majority of the members, due to overcrowding, to contract
practice and to the lack of legislation against the irregular
practice of medicine. The circular further cites statistics to
show that 31 per cent, of all the physicians in the Branden¬
burg-Berlin district have an income of less than $750. In Ber¬
lin alone more than $5,000 had to be distributed to needy physi¬
cians during 1902, and in Bavaria 23 physicians in 1902 and 20
in 1903 had to be assisted. In 1901, 138 physicians, 1,387 phy¬
sicians' widows and 399 orphans were partially supported, and
many others who needed assistance refrained from applying
for relief. The Berlin Medical Chamber often has occasion to
help needy physicians or their widows to obtain positions in
libraries or the like. On the other hand are to be considered the
scant consideration accorded to the phj'sieian in these days
and the hardships of a doctor's life. "In addition to all this,"
the circular concludes, "long years must pass after entering the
university before the candidate for the medical profession can
even begin to support himself by his practice."

The Danger of Giving Certificates of Physical Disability to
Beggars.
Muscatine, Iowa, Sept. 26, 1904.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Afew days ago a man came into my office
and asked that I give him a certificate as to the condition of
his heart. He told me that he was on his way west to his
family and that he was out of money, in a serious condition
and was soliciting aid. I examined him and diagnosed aneur-

ism of ascending aorta with mitral insufficiency. He stated
that his trouble dated from last February, and that he had
been before the medical class at Ann Arbor, Mich., and some

other college, and had been told that he could not live long,
and had certificates from a number of physicians in good stand-
ing. His case was so interesting from a medical standpoint,
per auscultation, that I called in a nearby colleague, Dr. A. J.
Oliver, who examined him and concurred in my diagnosis, and
we signed a certificate to the effect that he had a serious cir¬
culatory lesion, but we made no recommendation for charitable
assistance. He thanked us for the certificate and went out
on the street, where he had a phaeton with a couple of pil¬
lows to prop him up and a boy to drive him about. He would
stop in front of a business house or office, call out the proprie¬
tor, tell him his hard luck story, show his certificate and
solicit cash. In this manner he worked the business district
with excellent success until he was found to have forged a

prominent business man's name to his subscription list for the
influence it would have, and the police ordered him out of
town. We, of course, were questioned as to our motive in giv¬
ing him a certificate. While the man is physically a wreck
his charitable motive appears questionable. He certainly
would not have to solicit in many places as successfully as

here until he could travel across the continent in a parlor car.

Is he a charitable fraud? He gave his name as Z. V. Good
and is a man about 40 years of age. with a conspicuous scar

over left orbital bone. T. F. Beveridge, M.D.
[  '  :—NewST>ar>er accounts show that this man operated the

same scheme In Cedar Rapids.—Ed.J

Life Insurance Examinations.
Des Moines, Iowa, Sept. 20, 1904.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Inthe issue of September 3 Dr. O. A. Rea
mildly rebukes the Des Moines physicians for adopting a fee\x=req-\
bill providing for minor charges of $2 for day visits while a

minimum of only $2 is charged for life insurance examina-
tions.

Permit me to say that I believe his conclusions regarding
low fees for life insurance examinations are well founded. A
typographical error, however, made the item read $2 to $5 for
day visits, instead of $2 to $3, as provided.

The doctor's remarks might lead one to believe that the
fees for life insurance examinations have been reduced, which

is far from being true. On the other hand, the minimum fee
has been advanced 100 per cent. A number of fraternal
societies doing business here, and in other states, have a fixed
rate of $1 per applicant, which includes, beside a general ex-

amination, a chemical urinalysis. Some certificates of health
have been issued by physicians to certain societies for even
less than $1, which all must admit is deplorable in the extreme.

While I would not compare the service of the physician to
his patient in a matter which concerns the health, or even the
life of the latter, to the business proposition relating to a life
insurance policy, as does Dr. Rea, it is, nevertheless, true, as
the doctor remarks, "beneath the dignity of the profession of
medicine" to accept the paltry fees proffered by certain
societies and corporations for medical examinations on which
the very life of the institutions depend.

A. P. Stoner, M.D.

The Medical Profession and the French Chamber of Deputies.
Paris, Aug. 28, 1904.

My previous letter from here related chiefly to the medical
profession as represented in the Senate of France. I have
since had an opportunity to investigate some of the facts
relative to similar representation in the Chamber of Deputies.
This is the popular branch of the French Congress; its mem-

bers are elected by direct and universal suffrage; each deputy
must live in the arrondissement from which he is elected, and,
consequently, can not represent two constituencies at the
same time, and each chamber, or legislature, as it is called in
France, is elected for a period of four years. The basis of
representation is one for each 100,000 inhabitants, with an
additional representative for each additional 100,000 or frac-
tion thereof. In such instances an arrondissement is divided
into circumscriptions like that of Dordogne, for instance, which
sends six deputies. The body thus chosen consists of 561
members, of which, in the present legislature, fifty-one are

representatives of the medical profession.
It is very interesting indeed to study this body of profes¬

sional men, particularly when one object of that study is to
compare the French with the American profession in their rela¬
tion to the public life of the respective countries. The first
fact, by no means a surprising one, that impresses the student
of political affairs in France is the marked evidence of individ¬
ualism that is displayed in the multiplicity of parties. These
exist in such number and with such minor variations of title
that, in many instances, their differences can be but little else
than doctrinaire, if not metaphysical. No one but a student,
native to the soil and an active participant, could split terms
with sufficient precision to clear up the mélange of definitions.
Nor is it necessary for our purpose. We can see how the
medical men are moving by recounting the titles they have
given themselves as candidates before their respective elec¬
torates. Thus, of the one more than a half hundred medical
deputies, twenty-one inscribe themselves as "Républicain
Radical"—which, despite the contradiction of terms, is really
the conservative wing of the republican movement; thirteen
are "Radical Socialiste," which, I am advised, is the really
radical party, standing as it does for everything that is em¬

braced in the socialistic program. After this general classifi¬
cation we get into a bewildering maze, in which we find four
of our professional colleagues known as "Républicain Pro¬
gressistes"; a similar number simply as "Républicain"; two as

''Républicain Liberal"; and one each as "Républicain Collectiv-
ist," "Radical," "Radical Démocratique," "Socialiste Revision¬
iste," "Socialist," "Conservateur," and one as "Socialiste
Blanquiste," whatever in the world that may mean. No name
of a physician occurs under such classifications as "Royaliste,"
"Droit," "Droite Plébiscitaire," "Rallie," "Republican Cath¬
olique," or "Plébiscitaire Antisémite," groups which, in the ag¬
gregate, make up the clerical party as opposed to the govern¬
ment in the present controversy with the Vatican, and which
stands, in one form or another, for everything in the status
quo ante of 1870.

If this extraordinary manifestation of individualistic activity
were restricted to the medical members the prospect for the
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